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BACKGROUND

My research focuses on daily routines of internal migrants’ and social
interactions with people in their places of origin. I seek to understand how
this interconnectedness in and between their homes and destinations
affects ways of dealing with environmental risks in sending areas.

 Worldwide, internal migration is a
significant phenomenon. Also
research has to put a stronger
emphasis on this crucial driver of
change
 In Thailand, such migration flows
predominantly occur from rural to
urban areas. Bangkok is
especially an important hub.

QUESTIONS
 How does internal migration affect social resilience in
sending areas in rural Thailand?

Fig. 1: Agriculture still looms large in rural Thailand (while diversification takes
place, e.g. through migration © Sopon Naruchaikusol

 How is translocality reflected in migrants’ and non-migrants’
everyday routines and interactions?

 Migrants’ social ties, material and
symbolic transfers transform social
life in their places of origin

 What are the impacts of migrants’ simultaneous
embeddedness in receiving and sending areas on the
relations between those areas?

 Empirical research is needed on
how such feedback processes
affect responses to environmental
risks in sending areas

 What are the consequences of migrants’ interconnectedness for dealing with environmental risks in sending areas?

Fig. 3: Shrimp peeling: Industrial estates in the vicinity of urban areas attract large numbers of
migrant workers (source: http://bit.ly/PCuQ0e)

Fig. 2: Regular flooding (e.g. in Thailand) necessitates responses or
adaptation respectively © Sopon Naruchaikusol

CONCEPTUAL APPROACH

Map1: Example for intra-national flows of migrants from Northern Thailand (case
study from Don Mun village) (source: Reif 2012)

 Translocality seeks to grasp the
multiple embeddedness of migrants
in different places as well as its
influence on migrants’ connectedness
to their areas of origin
 Translocality is an outcome of
migrants’ linkages, everyday actions,
routines and underlying rationales,
which are in turn constituted by:

“…[C]onnections between here and there are an inherent
and enduring component of the long-distance migrations
of the modern world.“ (Waldinger, Fitzgerald 2004)

ACTIVITIES
 Multi-sited ethnography: today’s mobility schemes necessitate
an ethnography that comprises techniques which allow the
observation of social practices being produced and reproduced
by people in different locations at the same time
Fig. 4: The transport system is an essential factor with regard to translocal
linkages (source: http://bit.ly/1gqTB5M)

 Migrants’ agency: their practices
and ability to act

 “Follow the migrant”: qualitative research methods, including
in-depth interviews and participant observation in sending and
receiving areas
 Taking sending areas into account: how are migrants’ ‘support’
inputs reframed in the context of their area of origin

 Structural conditions of translocal
lives: simultaneity of situatedness
in and interconnectedness between
both home and area of destination
 The analytical perspective will be
agency oriented
Fig. 5: Means of communication foster the transfer of material and immaterial
resources (e.g. financial and social remittances)
source: http://bit.ly/1gRZQo8

Literature:
Brickell, K., Datta, A. (eds.): Translocal Geographies - Spaces, Places, Connections. 2011
Marcus, G. (1995): ETHNOGRAPHY IN/OF THE WORLD SYSTEM: The emergence of Multi-sited Ethnography. In: Annual Review of
Anthropology, 24. 95-117
Reckwitz, A. (2002): Toward a Theory of Social Practices. European Journal of Social Theory 5(2): 243–263
Reif, A. (2012): Translokalität als Aspekt sozialer Resilienz. Ein Fallbeispiel zur Rolle von Migration und Rimessen für die soziale
Resilienz im ländlichen Nordthailand. Bonn University (Diploma Thesis)
Rigg, J.; Salamanca, A. (2011): Connecting lives, living and location. Mobility and spatial signatures in NE Thailand, 1982-2009. Critical
Asian Studies. 43:4,. 551-575
Waldinger, R.; Fitzgerald, D. (2004): Transnationalism in Question American Journal of Sociology, 109 (5), 1177–95

sponsored by:
Contact us:
University of Bonn
Department for Geography
Meckenheimer Allee 166
D-53115 Bonn

Phone: +49(0)228 73-60218
E-Mail: lporst@uni-bonn.de
www.transre.org
facebook.com/TransReProject

