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 Translocal migration networks are a crucial factor
for adaptation to environmental risks.

With my project I am bringing in a „social network
perspective“ that analyzes the structure of social
relations between people emerging from, and
reproducing, translocal practices.

 Migration can facilitate the circulation of
remittances, goods and information between places,
which can foster access to different forms of capital
and hence social resilience. However, network
structure might also limit agency of specific actors.
 Knowledge of network structure, and the dynamics
and flows channeled through them, can improve the
design and the targeting of adaptation strategies.

ACTIVITIES
Figure1: a) Processes of articulation, generation and distribution of ecosystem
services as constituents of social-ecological resilience to environmental change.
(LU = land use, ESS = ecosystem services, arrows = environmental change).
b) Capacities of social resilience (cope, adapt, transform) depending on
different forms of capital (human, social, economic, natural) (own figure).

CONCEPTUAL APPROACH
 Rural communities are complex social-ecological
systems (SES) constituted through articulation,
generation and distribution of ecosystem services
(ESS). Social-ecological resilience is the ability to
sustain ESS during environmental change (a).

 Apply quantitative and qualitative Social Network
Analysis (SNA) as a tool for assessing social
networks and their role for social resilience in
selected rural communities and destination areas.
 Explore existing relational data sets from
Northeastern Thailand and asses their viability for
understanding long-term dynamics in translocal
networks.
 Case study on social networks and their role for
natural resource management.
 Identify methods and procedure suitable and
applicable for practitioners

 Social resilience is the capacity to cope with and
adapt to environmental risks, as well as to transform livelihoods, depending on endowment with
different forms of capital (b).
Picture1: Irrigation pipes: changing agricultural practices as means of
increasing social resilience at the household level is changing socialecological resilience at the community level (Source: Alexander Reif 2011).

 Migration produces translocal spaces in which
social resilience and social ecological resilience are
intermediated through social networks (c).

QUESTIONS
 What do translocal networks of different communities
look like (structure, dynamics and flows)?
 How does embeddedness in translocal networks
influence the capacity of rural households
 to cope with and adapt to environmental risks?
 to transform and explore alternative livelihoods?

Picture2: Labor exchange networks: Reciprocal support in times of rice
harvest is an example of a social network that connects actors within and
beyond different places (Source: Kun Paumai 2011).

 How does networked social resilience of rural
households affect resilience of rural communities?
 How does it relate to the management of natural
resources?
Figure2: c) Research framework showing the dialectical relationship between
social-ecological resilience at community level and social resilience of
particular actors intermediated through translocal networks (own figure).
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