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BACKGROUND
 Migration is both a major driver and a result of
global change
 International Migration in Thailand plays an
important role in dealing with changes (incl. global
economies, environmental change etc.)

“

The migrants get to know new

cultures outside and bring it back
home. They bring back good and
bad culture. When they see good
things they bring it to develop our
place.“

In my project I focus on everyday dynamics of
transnational migration including social
practices and remittances of migrants who are
embedded in multiple localities.

RESEARCH QUESTIONS

Farmer from Don Mun,
North Thailand (Source: A. Reif 2012)

 Singapore is one of the most important
destinations for labour migration, mostly of men

 Which translocal interrelations can be observed?
 What are the remittances (incl. social remittances;
Levitt & Lamba-Nieves 2011) and feedback
processes between the places of origin and the
destinations?

 Germany is of increasing importance for
marriage migration (female migration)
 To understand migration decisions, trajectories,
interconnections and the effects of migration it is
essential to examine both the conditions at the
place of origin as well as at the destinations of
migration.

 What role does migration and translocality play in
everyday life of the people in general and with
regard to environmental risks in particular?

ACTIVITIES

Photo 1: Living with dry spells, a farmer builds green houses and drip irrigation
schemes on his field in Mae Hong Son Province, Northern Thailand (Source: Sopon
Naruchaikusol)

 Comparative case study of different migration
systems: (1) labor migration to Singapore and (2)
marriage migration to Germany enables to identify
the impacts of different migration regimes.
 Multi-sited research design: Combination of
qualitative, quantitative and visual research
methods with data gathering in the places of
origin and place of destination of migrants.
 Publication through scientific papers, blog posts
and a documentary film, in order to reach nonacademic audiences.

Photo 2: One of numerous bars in Pattaya which are typical places for foreigners to get to know Thai
women (Source: Aleksandr Zykov)

CONCEPTUAL APPROACH
 Translocality is based on insights from grounded
transnationalism
 An actor-oriented perspective on the social
production of spatial interconnections.
 Three dimensions of translocal structuration:
Photo 3: Online platform pairing off Thai women
to foreigners for marriage

 Places, Networks & Translocales: Migration
processes and social networks expand locales
beyond places that are nested in a multiplicity
of higher-level dynamics (Greiner &
Sakdapolrak 2013).
 Advancement and synthesis of the concepts of
Bourdieu's theory of practice and the concept
of translocality.
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Photo 4: Singapore’s skyline: Built by numerous construction workers from all over the world (Source: Erwin Soo)
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