Building Resilience through Translocality
Climate Change, Migration and Social
Resilience of Rural Communities in Thailand

Why a research project on climate
change and migration?

Contact

In the face of higher frequency extreme weather
events like Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines
in 2013 or the severe floods in Thailand in 2011,
researchers, policy makers and the general public
are becoming increasingly interested in the
intersections of climate change and migration.
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However, there is a one-sided focus on the
impact of climate change on migration. There is a
preoccupation with the numbers of people that will
be dislocated, the need for relocation and resulting
conflicts and humanitarian crises.
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The potential of migration – e.g. through the
transfer of money, knowledge – to strengthen
the capacity of people to prepare and deal with
environmental risks remains a neglected issue.
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TransRe Project seeks to close this knowledge
gap by contributing a better understanding of
the way migration builds social resilience against
environmental risks.
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Why Thailand?

Research focus

From knowledge to action

Thailand is highly exposed to climate-related risks
and has repeatedly experienced severe droughts and
floods in the past.

The question that is central to our research is:

In close collaboration with practitioners and policy
makers, TransRe is implementing pilot projects
on migration and climate change adaptation
and is developing a toolkit for policy makers and
practitioners.

A substantial part of the rural population in Thailand
is dependent on agricultural livelihoods, which will be
adversely affected by climate-related risks.
Rural communities are highly connected to distant
places through internal and international outmigrants. These migrants usually keep a close
relationship to their places of origin.
This setting makes Thailand an ideal testing ground
for TransRe to explore how migration and its feedback
effects influence the way rural people deal with
environmental risks.

How does out-migration influence social resilience
building in rural sending areas of migrants?
Our project focuses on resource-dependent
households and rural communities that are
particularly vulnerable to climate-related risks. We
seek to decipher the relations between migration,
translocality and social resilience to climate change.
Therefore, we are focussing on the following aspects:
•

Vulnerability against environmental risks

•

The role of social networks for resilience building

•

The effects of multiple embeddedness on

TransRe seeks to inform a broader audience through
a combination of dissemination modes: scientific
publications & presentations, working & position
papers, our own blog, Facebook, Twitter, and
YouTube.

resilience
•

The role of policy and stakeholders on resilience
building
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