
Translocal social networks as a source of resilience? 
Conceptual considerations and empirical evidence from rural 
Northeastern Thailand. 

Till Rockenbauch, Harald Sterly, Patrick Sakdapolrak
1) Department of Geography, University Bonn
2) Department of Geography and Regional Research, University of Vienna 



2TransReResearch Group 
Department of Geography

Resilience 2017  | Resilience Frontiers for Global Sustainability
21 ς23th August 2017,  Stockholm

Outline

1 Translocal networks perspective
Why and what?

2. Research concept & design

3. Empirical findings
Support & innovation networks

4. Conclusions

5. Conceptual Implications



3TransReResearch Group 
Department of Geography

Resilience 2017  | Resilience Frontiers for Global Sustainability
21 ς23th August 2017,  Stockholm

1. | Translocal networks perspective

2. Translocal networks 
connect places of origin 
and destinationΧ
(Greiner & Sakdapolrak 2013, 
Brickel& Datta 2011)

3. Χand have the potential to 
foster resilience to climate 
related risks.
(Sakdapolrak 2014, 
Scheffran et al. 2012)

1. Migration aslivelihood 
strategy/ delocalization 
of rural livelihoods 
(Rigg et al. 2012)
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1. | Translocal networks perspective

2. What structure do translocal 
networks have and what αŦƭƻǿǎά
are channeled through them?

3. How do translocal networks 
evolve in a temporal 
perspective ?

1. What is the 
composition and 
extent of translocal 
networks?
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2. | Research concept
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2.1 | Research design: Support networks

Household Ego-Networks (stratified sampling)

Á Comparison between study sites
Á Support types 
Á Tie frequency & importance
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2.2 | Research design: Innovation networks

Farmer Partial Network  (snowball sampling)

Á Case Study
Á Type of change / type of advice
Á Structure, tie strength & importance
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3.1 | Support networks: Patterns by study site
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